


See the structure of Tapestry.
Learn about the 3 big ideas behind this award-winning 
program and walk through an average week. These 
pages introduce the philosophy and layout of Tapestry. For a 
more in-depth look, go online or contact us for free samples.

Explore the content of Tapestry.
Where are you on the homeschool journey? The Map 
of the Humanities shows you how, by following the main 
highway of history, you can enjoy the panorama of cultures 
through the ages as you and your children journey together.

Tapestry of grace 

is a plan of study that helps parents provide a Christian, 
classical education using a guided unit-study approach,  
with the history of the world as the core organizational 
theme. Students in Grades K-12 cycle through world history 
every four years, with all ages studying the same slice of 
history each week, each at their own learning level. Detailed 
assignments and discussion outlines enable parents to 
become their children’s primary teachers and mentors by 
shaping their biblical worldview.







Tapestry maps the humanities: history, literature, geography, 
church history, fine arts & activities, government, philosophy, 
and writing composition. Not included are a phonics program, 
science, math, grammar, spelling, or foreign language. Week to 
week, Tapestry integrates subjects — people, events, and 
movements are studied in the time period in which they were 
most influential.

Lessons are presented from varying modalities: visual,  
auditory, and tactile. All students follow a unique process, 
which we summarize as “Read—Think—Write.” Students read 
at their level from carefully selected resources, think about what 
they read with you, and then write from their reading and think-
ing for further reinforcement. For younger children, a variety of 
hands-on ideas are also supplied each week to enrich learning. 

With Tapestry plans, there’s more than enough material so that 
you can choose the best route for your unique family as you 
make the journey of homeschooling together!  

One plan for 
your whole  
journey.

Idea #1: Cyclical Education
Cyclical education means using the 12 years of education to 
their fullest, revisiting eras of history multiple times as your stu-
dents mature, so that they can learn more each time. 

Everything you want to study happened somewhere between 
Creation and the present day, so history is the main highway 
of your homeschooling journey. Tapestry divides history into 
four sections that your whole family can study in a single school 
year. These are called “year plans.”

In Year 1 of Tapestry, your family studies ancient Egypt. A young 
student will learn basic facts. As you continue studying history, 
your child will keep a mental picture of Egypt. And over the four 
school years, he will build up a vocabulary of basic knowl-
edge about everything from Egypt to 9/11—and beyond.

After journeying through the whole history of the world, your 
family will cycle back to Year 1. Your young child will be older, 
and he will not only remember information from his first time 
studying Egypt, but he will also be ready to make connections 
and learn more facts this time around. Revisiting the same era of 
history multiple times allows for deeper understanding each 
time and adds enjoyment to any area of study!

1
The three big ideas of Tapestry
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Idea #2: Integrated Approach
An integrated approach means that kids study concurrent topics in dif-
ferent school subjects and with different learning styles, but all in a related 
way. Since their interest is held, they tend to retain what they learn longer as 
different disciplines inform and strengthen one another

Using this proven method, core assignments in history, literature, geogra-
phy, and fine arts are all interrelated. A student might study ancient Rome, 
the Aeneid, Italian geography, and mosaics at the same time, for example. 
Related electives are also offered for upper-level students in government, 
philosophy, and Bible survey/church history (the last is also included for 
lower-level students in many weeks).

Not only are the subject matters of these different disciplines related to one 
another, but Tapestry also offers a variety of approaches to the week’s 
one topic — visual, auditory, and tactile. Week by week, you choose each 
child’s approach to the topic, and how many ways he will approach it.

Older students especially benefit from integrated writing. Their analytical 
skills are strengthened as they read, discuss what they have read, and 
then write about what they have read and discussed. Seeing these inter-
woven subjects both up close as well as in the big picture shapes students’ 
worldview and builds their faith — and yours!

3
Idea #3: Multilevel Learning
Multilevel learning makes Tapestry the right fit for families of all sizes be-
cause all of your children learn together. Though they study differently, and 
on different levels, they can all focus on the same main topics and thus learn 
together.

Tapestry works on four learning levels
Lower Grammar: non-readers who love facts (grades K–3)¹
Upper Grammar: independent readers who love facts (4–6)
Dialectic: students who connect & discuss (6–9)
Rhetoric: students who analyze and synthesize ideas (9–12)

Other curricula that have each of your students studying separate topics 
divide students and hinder your ability to teach. Tapestry offers K–Mom 
education, providing weekly Teacher’s Notes that allow you to read in sum-
mary what your children are learning in detail. Finally, you can stop merely 
administrating your homeschool and start being your children’s teacher.

Though the learning levels differ, because you are all on one topic each 
week, a wonderful family conversation develops as you learn together. 
Even Dad can be included with the use of the Pop Quiz ² audio summary and 
question card sets that will get him up to speed on each week’s topic.

¹ Grade levels and learning levels don’t fully correlate, and vary from child to child.
² Available separately from Lampstand Press.

•
•
•
•



9 WEEK-PLANS make up most Tapestry 
units (some have 8 or 10). Week-plans contain 
the assignments, class plans, and background 
reading that your family will use to home-
school week to week.

4 YEAR-PLANS take your family through 
all of recorded human history in a 4-year 
cycle, meaning that in a 12-year education, 
all of history is surveyed 3 times, at higher 
and higher levels of understanding.

4 UNITS make up each year-plan. Units divide 
the year’s work into quarters. Tapestry is sold 
by the unit so you can begin it wherever you 
finished another program. Included with your 
units is the Loom, a collection of documents 
that are helpful all year long.

The structure of Tapestry



Teacher’s Notes are your next 
stop each week.

Background information 
gives you in summary what your 
children are learning in detail.

Discussion outlines for 
dialectic and rhetoric students 
help you to bring biblical analy-
sis to history, literature, and 
church history, and optionally, 
to government and philosophy 
for rhetoric students only.

Teacher’s Notes enable you to 
be a knowledgeable teacher 
for your kids.

•

•

•

Reading Assignment Charts 
show you the week’s readings 
for all four levels at a glance.

Note the color at the bottom 
of each column, indicating 
the learning level.

Reading asssignments are  
divided into rows by subject.

Use only the rows and 
columns that relate to your 
choices for students in your 
unique family.

•

•

•

Threads provide your index and 
goals for the week ahead.

Threads are divided by  
subject, so you can quickly 
see your goals for each 
discipline. 

Colors on the left show 
learning levels: red for lower 
grammar, yellow for upper 
grammar, green for dialectic, 
and blue for rhetoric.

•

•

Supplements don’t appear 
every week, but when they do, 
they contain extra materials we 
think you’ll find helpful, such as:

Craft or event instructions 
for optional activities

Detailed information on 
literature or worldview topics

Short articles pertaining to 
the weekly subject matter

•

•

•

Pageant of Philosophy is an 
elective for rhetoric students.

This entertaining series of 
skits lead students through 
the history and ideas of 
world philosophy.

In the context of their history 
studies, students meet a  
new famous philosopher 
most weeks.

Discussion outlines help you 
lead your child in analyzing 
philosophical arguments 
biblically.

•

•

•

Student Activity Pages offer 
each student a variety of level-
specific activities.

For grammar and dialectic 
students there are work  
pages that reinforce literature 
readings, as well as ideas for 
hands-on projects.

Questions prepare dialectic 
and rhetoric students for 
discussions with you in 
history, literature, and church 
history. Additional questions 
for government and philoso-
phy are available to rhetoric 
students.

•

•

Writing Assignment Charts 
give you specific genres and 
topics each week for 12 levels 
of writing competency. 

From unit to unit, you can 
adjust assignments either 
up or down a level depend-
ing on your student’s unique 
writing skills.

For extra support, you can 
use Writing Aids (sold sepa-
rately) — a custom-designed 
handbook that assists you 
and your students in complet-
ing all writing assignments.

•

•

Weekly Overview Charts 
summarize all suggested  
approaches (besides readings)  
to the weekly topic.

These charts include vocabu-
lary, time line dates, craft 
ideas for groups or individual 
students, and summaries of 
geography and history topics.

Older students read these 
pages so that they can 
participate in choosing their 
week’s activities, with your 
guidance.

•

•

Call us at 1-800-705-7487 (10am–4pm eastern) or visit our website at www.tapestryofgrace.com
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For each person death is either 
the gate to life with God and his 
people or the gate to eternal sepa-
ration from God and horrible tor-
ment in hell.  For those who are 
saved from hell, it is still neces-
sary to mount toward God by first 
enduring Purgatory, where the 
sins of this life are purged away.  
After being cleansed in Purga-
tory, the soul journeys towards 
God and His throne; those great 
saints who have best loved and 
served God will be closest to Him 
throughout eternity.  Purgatory 
might be described as the “third 
thing” between heaven and hell. 

The Roman Catho-
lic position has not 
changed.  The doc-
trines of last unction 
and Purgatory are 
still upheld.  Indul-
gences are still sold 
to the living for the 
remittance of sins 
which would other-
wise, under Roman 
Catholic doctrine, 
result in additional 
years spent in Purga-
tory.

Reformers believe 
and teach that God 
freely gives pardon 
and eternal life to 
sinners on the basis 
of the shed blood of 
Christ—there is no 
Purgatory and no hu-
man ability or human 
need to earn freedom 
from the guilt of sin 
through indulgences 
or time spent in 
Purgatory.  Reform-
ers seek to abolish the 
sale of indulgences.

The Counter-Ref-
ormation Roman 
Catholic Church 
affirms the doctrines 
of last unction, Pur-
gatory, and indul-
gences.  Protestants 
have wholly rejected 
these doctrines and 
insist that life after 
death is determined 
solely on the basis 
of faith in Christ’s 
sacrifice and free gift 
of eternal life.  

Secular thinkers do 
not primarily con-
cern themselves with 
issues of the grave 
or the possibility of 
life beyond it.  Their 
focus is more on the 
present and future 
achievements of liv-
ing human beings.
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Human beings can know both the 
world around them and God him-
self because God has built into 
them the capacity to do so (by 
Reason, a function of the rational 
soul) and because God commu-
nicates with them through the 
medium of angels (daemons) and 
other mediators, such as Christ, 
Scripture, and the saints.  

The perspective from 
the Middle Ages 
remains basically 
unchanged for Ro-
man Catholics in the 
Renaissance.

The Reformers’ per-
spective is basically 
unchanged from the 
Middle Ages, but new 
emphasis is laid on 
the idea of knowledge 
received directly 
from Scripture, not 
through saints or 
popes.

For both Roman 
Catholics and 
Protestants, the 
medieval explana-
tion is stretched and 
challenged by the 
new ideas of secular 
thinkers.

Seculars are divided: 
British thinkers rely 
on sense impressions 
while Continental 
thinkers rely on 
deductive reasoning.  
God’s role as creator 
and foundation of 
the ability to know is 
largely ignored.
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Ethics is transcendent and is 
based on the character of God as 
good, holy, and loving.  People 
know what is right and wrong 
through Scripture and reason, 
but they may be led astray by 
their passions, which naturally 
tend toward sin when not submit-
ted to reason and God. 

The medieval 
explanation is theo-
retically unchanged, 
though now much 
emphasis is laid on 
popes and church 
tradition as arbiters 
of right and wrong. 

Reformers believe 
that truth is revealed 
by only one reliable 
source: Scripture.  
They reject the 
“absolute” authority 
of traditional church 
doctrines and popes.

For both Roman 
Catholics and Protes-
tants, ethics are still 
based on the charac-
ter of God.

Secular thinkers hold 
various opinions 
based on human 
reason.

Scientific discoveries lead to new ideas about 
whether and how human beings can know 
right from wrong.
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Although human history is 
ultimately God’s story of creation, 
fall, redemption, and glorification, 
people cannot always see how 
particular events fit into this over-
all history.  More often, Fortune 
seems to give men good and bad 
circumstances, independent of 
any direct guidance of God (Dis-
carded Image 176).  For medieval 
men, the point of history is to look 
backward, rather than forward, in 
order to enjoy and retell the great 
stories of the past.  Human his-
tory does have meaning beyond 
this world.

The medieval 
perspective of the 
past as more glori-
ous than the future 
is only heightened 
by new discoveries 
of and fascination 
with the classical 
past.  Human his-
tory is still conceived 
of in terms of a 
meaningful arch-
story stretching from 
creation to Christ’s 
return.  Fortune is 
still a strong idea.

Reformers do not 
necessarily view the 
past as more glorious, 
since they are looking 
to the future in trying 
to reform spiritual 
practices.  They hold 
a strong view of 
God’s providence, 
and believe firmly in 
the biblical arch-story 
of human history.

Protestants and 
Roman Catholics 
maintain that God is 
the author of human 
history and that 
Jesus Christ’s return 
and glorification is 
its end.

History means 
different things to 
different thinkers.  
Most are unified 
in their belief that 
man’s view of history 
has been clouded 
by ignorance and 
superstition (includ-
ing some Christian 
ideas).  They empha-
size the future and 
what man will be 
able to accomplish.
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dissenTers in america and The age of reason  24
The PageanT of PhilosoPhy

locke’s exPerience
(Simplicio stands on a bare stage, holding a Bible, looking around.  Locke enters with a sign, “John Locke, 1685-1753.”)

Locke: Young man, are you looking for something?

Simplicio: I have been looking for truth, but I seem to be more confused than ever.  

Locke: Really?  Why is that?

Simplicio: I’ve talked to so many different people, with so many different ideas!  Hobbes, for example, or Descartes—
do you understand either of them?

Locke: I understand them, although I disagree with some of their methods and conclusions.  I do agree with 
Descartes’s thought that it is worth our while to search out the bounds between opinion and knowledge.1

Simplicio: Yes, I remember him talking about that, trying to doubt everything so that he could find certainties.  His 
conclusions were that once he knew that he existed, he could figure out everything else that mattered.  But is that 
right?  How much can we really know?

Locke: Not everything, by far—our understanding comes exceeding short of the vast extent of things—yet we 
shall have cause enough to magnify the bountiful Author of our being, for that proportion and degree of 
knowledge he has bestowed on us.2

Simplicio: Oh, are you a religious man, Mr. …  I’m sorry, I don’t even know your name!  I’m Simplicio.

Locke: My name is John Locke, Simplicio, and yes, I am a Christian.  I see from your Bible that you are a believer, too!

Simplicio: (uncomfortably)  Um, not quite.  I’m a seeker, though.  I’m trying to find the truth.

Locke: If you want truth, you have got the right book!  I have written a couple of treatises on the reasonableness of 
Christianity.3

Simplicio: Christianity may be reasonable, Mr. Locke.  It may even be true.  But what I am really looking for are the 
things we can know for sure, not just the things we have to take on faith.

Locke: There are some things we can be sure of, Simplicio.  I think it is beyond question, that man has a clear idea 
of his own being; he knows certainly he exists, and that he is something.  He that can doubt whether he be 
anything or no, I speak not to; no more than I would argue with pure nothing.4

Simplicio: Yes, that’s what Descartes said.  I won’t argue with that—but what difference does that make?

Locke: Why, it makes a great difference!  To show … that we are capable of knowing, i.e., being certain that there 
is a God, and how we may come by this certainty, I think we need go no further than ourselves, and that 
undoubted knowledge we have of our own existence.5

Simplicio: How so?

Locke: Think about it, my boy!  Since we exist, we know there is some real being.  But we know that nonentity 
cannot produce any real being.  Therefore it is an evident demonstration, that from eternity there has been 
something; since what was not from eternity had a beginning; and what had a beginning must be produced 
by something else.6 And as being must come from being, so all power must come from some preexisting 
power; 7 and all wisdom must come from some wise and knowing source.8 Thus, from the consideration of 

1  Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Introduction, par. 3, accessed online Oct. 1, 2007 <http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/
phl302/texts/locke/locke1/contents1.html>.
2 Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Introduction, par. 5.
3 The Reasonableness of Christianity as Delivered in the Scriptures (1695); Vindications of the Reasonableness of Christianity (1697).
4 Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Book IV, Ch. X, par. 2.
5  Ibid., par. 1.
6  Ibid., par. 3.
7  Ibid., par. 4.
8  Ibid., par. 5.
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LiTeraTure

Worksheet for The Courage of Sarah Noble, by Alice Dalgliesh
Practice finding page numbers and chapter titles in your book.  Using only the Table of Contents, answer the following 
questions.

Which chapter is entitled “Night in the Cave”? 

Which chapter is entitled “Night of Fear”?

What is the title of chapter 1?

Which chapter begins on page 23?

Which chapter begins on page 47?

On which page does the chapter entitled “Keep up Your Courage” begin?

Which chapter includes page 21?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Which chapter includes page 41?

Which chapter includes page 10?

  On which page does the last chapter of the book begin?

8.

9.

10.
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level genres insTrucTions and ToPics

9 Speech Writing (Week 1 of 4)☐

The ability to communicate something to a group of people is a valuable 
skill.  Read about writing speeches in Writing Aids or your handbook.
Start to plan your speech by choosing a topic with your teacher’s help.  
Here are some suggested topics based on your historical and literary 
studies from this unit:

The Pilgrims: Models of Christian Courage and Their Lessons for 
Us Today
Lessons for Today from the Founding of Jamestown
America’s Founding Families: Inspiring Lessons from Colonial 
Times

Decide how long your speech will be.
If you need research resources for your speech, plan a trip to the library 
with your teacher.
File any notes that you take under “Work in Progress” in your Grammar 
and Composition Notebook.

☐

☐

☐

☐
☐

☐
☐

☐

10 Biography (Week 3 of 6)☐
Write a rough draft this week.
Continue to research, looking for interesting information to include in 
your paper.

☐
☐

11 Essay of Definition☐

Read in Writing Aids or your handbook about essays of definition.
You may choose your own term to define, or write on one of these:

Liberty: What does it mean in civil, personal, and spiritual senses?
Slavery: Does the Bible teach that it’s okay?  If not, what does it mean 
to be a slave to Christ?  Consider Jesus’ words in Mark 10:44-45.
Rights: Do we as Christians have rights?  Were wives and slaves 
given civil rights in Deuteronomy and Leviticus?  If so, what does 
Paul mean in 1 Corinthians 7:17-24?

☐
☐

☐
☐

☐

12 Historical Fiction (Week 5 of 5)☐

Finalize and print your draft.
Consider adding illustrations.
Make a cover page.
Be sure to include a citation page if necessary.

☐
☐
☐
☐
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Learn about 
the founding of 
Pennsylvania and 
Delaware.
Enjoy learning 
about William 
Penn and his 
involvement in 
the new colony of 
Pennsylvania.
Read about some of 
the basic beliefs of 
Quakers.

☐

☐

☐

Learn about the found-
ing of Pennsylvania and 
Delaware.
Enjoy learning about 
William Penn and his 
involvement in the new 
colony of Pennsylvania.
Read about how the 
desire for religious 
freedom was one reason 
that Quakers settled in 
Pennsylvania.
Introduce James II and 
the Glorious Revolution.

☐

☐

☐

☐

Learn about the found-
ing of  Pennsylvania and 
Delaware.
Learn about the reigns 
of James II, William and 
Mary, and the Glorious 
Revolution.
Learn how Scotland and 
England joined their Par-
liaments to become Great 
Britain during Queen 
Anne’s reign. 

☐

☐

☐

Learn about the found-
ing of  Pennsylvania and 
Delaware.
Continue learning about 
Louis XIV of France and 
read about the reigns of 
James II, William and 
Mary, and Anne in Great 
Britain.
Learn about the War of 
the Grand Alliance, the 
War of the Spanish Suc-
cession, and the Great 
Northern War.

☐

☐

☐

Pe
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William Penn
George Fox
Quakers
Charles II

☐
☐
☐
☐

James II
William III and Mary
Anne of Great Britain
Duke of Marlborough
William Penn
Anne Hutchinson
Cotton Mather

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

James II
William III
Queen Mary
Anne of Great Britain
Charles XII of Sweden
Peter I (the Great)
Leopold I (Holy Roman 
Emperor)
William Penn
Cotton Mather
Anne Hutchinson
Johann Sebastian Bach

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐
☐
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Recognize or spell (op-
tional) these words: 

Quaker
freedom
equality
pacifist
religion
assembly
treaty
survey
treason

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

All lower-grammar words, 
plus these:

ambassador
radical
nonconformist
fanatic
magistrate
Friend
conspiracy
confiscation

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Add the following dates to your time line this week:
1650-1722
1658-1705
1681

1682-1725
1685-1750
1685-1688
1688
1689-1702
1689-1697

1691
1697-1718
1701-1714

1702-1714

Life of Duke of Marlborough 
Reign of Leopold I as Holy Roman Emperor
Charles II grants Pennsylvania to William Penn, 
who then leases Delaware territories as well.
Reign of Peter I (the Great) of Russia
Life of Johann Sebastian Bach, composer
Reign of James II of England
Parliament triumphs in the Glorious Revolution.
Reign of William III and Mary of England
War of the Grand Alliance (Seven Years’ War or, in 
the colonies, King William’s War)
Massachusetts is made a royal province.
Reign of Charles XII (of Sweden)
War of Spanish Succession (also called Queen 
Anne’s War in the colonies)
Reign of Anne of Great Britain

Lower Grammar Upper Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric
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Teaching objecTives: core subjecTs

Threads: History Teacher’s Notes, p. 28-45

Lo
w
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Study the early histories of Pennsylvania and Delaware.
Learn about the founder of Pennsylvania, William Penn.
Read about Quakers and learn some basic information about their beliefs.





Up
pe

r G
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Study the early histories of Pennsylvania and Delaware.
Learn about the founder of Pennsylvania, William Penn.
Read about how the desire to worship God freely was one reason for the founding of Pennsylvania.
Introduce James II and the Glorious Revolution.






D
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Learn about the founding of the Quaker colony, Pennsylvania.  Because this colony originally included land 
that became Delaware, learn also about the founding of Delaware.
Read about the reigns of James II, William and Mary, and the Glorious Revolution.
Learn how Scotland and England joined their Parliaments to become Great Britain during Queen Anne’s 
reign.  See how both countries were represented in a new flag.






Rh
et

or
ic

Learn about the founding of the Quaker colony, Pennsylvania.  Because this colony originally included land 
that became Delaware, learn also about the founding of Delaware.
Continue learning about Louis XIV of France, studying events in Europe up until Louis’s death in �7�5.
Read about the reigns of James II, William and Mary, and Anne of Great Britain.
Learn about the War of the Grand Alliance (the Nine Years’ War; also called King William’s War in Ameri-
ca) and the War of the Spanish Succession (also called Queen Anne’s War in America), both of which estab-
lished a new balance of power in western Europe.
Study the Great Northern War in eastern Europe, in which Leopold I, young Peter the Great, and the Swed-
ish king, Charles XII, fought territorial wars to establish new hierarchies.









Threads: Writing Writing Assignment Charts, p. 8-10

A
ll 

Le
ve

ls Student assignments are found in the Writing Assignment Charts contained in this week-plan.  Make sure 
your child writes every week! 
Teachers should consult Writing Aids or their choice of writing handbook each week for additional help in 
teaching the week’s assignment.   





Threads: Literature Teacher’s Notes, p. 45-52

A
ll 

Le
ve

ls

Teachers will find background information, discussion scripts, and answers to student worksheets or 
questions in the Teacher’s Notes. 
Students should consult the Literature row of the Reading Assignment Charts for this week’s recommended 
assignments.   
Optional worksheets for dialectic, upper-grammar, and lower-grammar students are found in the Student 
Activity Pages.
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Primary resources

hi
sT

o
ry

:c
o

re

The New Americans,
by Betsy Maestro 
(J 970) p. 37-38

☐ The Awakening of 
Europe, by M.B. Synge, 
chapters 38-43, 46-49
Making Thirteen 
Colonies, by Joy Hakim 
(J 973) chapters 18-20, 
28, 37

☐

☐

This Country of Ours,
by H.E. Marshall, 
chapters XXVI, 
XXXIII-XXXIV, and 
XL

☐ The Colonial Period: 1607-
1750, edited by Brenda Stal-
cup (973) p. 135-162

☐

hi
sT

o
ry

:i
n
-d

eP
Th

William Penn: 
Founder of the 
Pennsylvania Colony,
by Bernadette L. 
Baczynski

☐ Freedom Seeker, by 
Gwenyth Swain

☐ Our Island Story,
by H.E. Marshall, 
chapters LXXXVI-
LXXXIX
Anne Hutchinson: 
Religious Leader, by 
Beth Clark

☐

☐

The Age of Religious Wars, 
1559-1715, by Richard S. 
Dunn (940) p. 194 (second 
paragraph, on James II) -198, 
212-216 (stop at Religious 
Art), 242-246 (on Locke), and 
259-289 (stop at “Peter the 
Great”)

☐

suggesTed read-aloud
Colonial Living, by Edwin Tunis (J 917) p. 99-104 (stop at “The Coastal Colonies”)☐

governmenT elecTive
Second Treatise on Govern-
ment, by John Locke, chap-
ters 1-3, and 5 (Key Docu-
ments in Government Studies
2 CD)

☐

liT
er

a
Tu

re

The Courage of 
Sarah Noble, by Alice 
Dalgliesh (JUV FIC-
TION) chapters 1-5 
(Week 1 of 2)

☐ Blackthorn Winter, by 
Douglas Wilson, chap-
ters IX-XIII 
(Week 3 of 3)

☐ The Witch of Blackbird 
Pond, by Elizabeth 
George Speare (JUV 
FICTION) chapters 
1-7 (Week 1 of 3)

☐ Beginning and conTinuing levels
“Age of Reason Frameworks” 
document on the Loom
Review “Medieval Frame-
works” and “Renaissance 
Frameworks” documents on 
the Loom.

☐

☐

a
rT

s
a

n
d

a
c

Tiv
iTi

es

Colonial Kids, by 
Laurie Carlson 
(J 973) p. 72-73, 78-
79, 82-85, 103-108, 
111-112

☐ America: Ready-To-
Use Interdisciplinary 
Lessons & Activities, by 
Dwila Bloom, sections 
2-1, 2-2A and B, 2-3,
2-6, 2-7, 2-9, 2-10, 2-11,
2-12, 2-13, 2-14, and 
2-15

☐ The Gift of Music, by 
Jane Smith, chapter 3  
More Than Moccasins,
by Laurie Carlson 
(J 973) p. 163-181

☐

☐

The Story of Architecture, by 
Jonathan Glancey (720) 86-87
Music:  An Appreciation, by 
Roger Kamien, p. 102-111,
132-141

☐

☐

W
o

rl
dv

ie
W

church hisTory church hisTory church hisTory
The Church in History,
by B.K. Kuiper, chapter 
31 (sections 9-10), 
chapter 32 (section 
8), and chapter 33

☐
church hisTory elecTive

Church History in Plain 
Language, by Bruce Shelley, 
chapter 32
The Foxe’s Book of Martyrs,
by John Fox (272 FOX) 
p. 275-297, 314-317

☐

☐

PhilosoPhy elecTive
Pageant of Philosophy supple-
ment: Locke’s Experience
The Story of Philosophy, by 
Bryan Magee (180) p. 102-109

☐

☐

Lower Grammar Upper Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric
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In the Pageant of Philosophy, rhetoric students have already been 
studying some of the early, major philosophers of this intellectual move-
ment in addition to Galileo—namely, Descartes, Pascal, and Hobbes.  
Rhetoric students’ history readings for this week focus on two English-
men: John Locke (who is featured in both Government and the Pageant 
for this week) and Isaac Newton (the philosopher of the Week 25 Pag-
eant script).  The importance of these two men cannot be overestimated.  
Both wrote at about the same time, and both were highly honored by 
their countrymen.  Together, they solidified and popularized the Age of 
Reason, both in Great Britain and internationally.  Locke was a philoso-
pher and a lucid, reasonable political apologist for the Glorious Revolu-
tion, while Newton was a brilliant mathematician who was able to ex-
plain many natural phenomena with elegantly simple formulae.  (In fact, 
he invented a new mathematical system—calculus—in order to do it.)  

Some older students do not have time to study in detail the Age of 
Reason (or, the Enlightenment, as it came to be called as time went on) 
using our Pageant of Philosophy.  For such students, we suggest that you 
use the article below to survey this important intellectual movement in 
the context of your history discussion.  You can continue this thread in 
Week 26 and in Unit 4.  Our focus this week is to connect the Scientific 
Revolution and the Age of Reason.

World Book on the Age of Reason 1

Age of Reason was a period in history when philosophers em-
phasized the use of reason as the best method of learning truth.  The 
period of the Age of Reason began in the 1600’s and lasted until the late 
1700’s.  The Age of Reason is also called the Enlightenment or the Age 
of Rationalism.  Its leaders included several French philosophers—the 
Marquis de Condorcet, René Descartes, Denis Diderot, Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, and Voltaire—and the English philosopher John Locke.

The leaders of the Age of Reason relied heavily on the scientific 
method, with its emphasis on experimentation and careful observation.  
The period produced many important advances in such fields as anato-
my, astronomy, chemistry, mathematics, and physics.  Philosophers of 
the Age of Reason organized knowledge in encyclopedias and founded 
scientific institutes.  

The philosophers believed that the scientific method could be ap-
plied to the study of human nature.  [In this, they typically denied the 
biblical revelation of man’s sinful state and God’s active involvement 
in the lives of people, and instead sought only to employ their reason.  
Thus, they erred in many positions and conclusions.  For Scripture that 
you can use as plumb lines while discussing their views, see the sidebars 
on this and the following page.]  They explored issues in education, law, 
philosophy, and politics and attacked tyranny, social injustice, supersti-
tion, and ignorance.  Many of their ideas were taken up as the ideals of 
the American and French revolutions during the late 1700’s.  [Even after 
these revolutions, they did not die away entirely.  We will discern their 
echoes as we study history down to the present.]

The worship of reason.  The philosophers of the Age of Reason 
believed that human beings have a unique advantage over all other crea-
tures because they can reason.  [The Bible teaches us to see this as part 

1  From a World Book article entitled Age of Reason.  Contributor: James Creech, Ph.D., Professor of French and Italian, Miami University.

Scriptural Responses to the Age of Reason

Jeremiah 9:6
“You live in the midst of deception; in their 

deceit they refuse to acknowledge me,” declares the 
Lord.

1 Corinthians 3:18-23
Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you 

thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he 
should become a “ fool” so that he may become 
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in 
God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise 
in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows 
that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”  So then, 
no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or 
life or death or the present or the future—all are 
yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.

1 Corinthians 1:20-25
Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? 

Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in 
the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those 
who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ cru-
cified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than man’s strength.

Jeremiah 8:5-9
Why then have these people turned away? Why 

does Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to 
deceit; they refuse to return.  

I have listened attentively, but they do not say 
what is right. No one repents of his wickedness, 
saying, “What have I done?” Each pursues his own 
course like a horse charging into battle. 

Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed 
seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush 
observe the time of their migration. But my people 
do not know the requirements of the Lord.

“‘How can you say, “We are wise, for we have 
the law of the Lord,” when actually the lying pen 
of the scribes has handled it falsely?  

The wise will be put to shame; they will be 
dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected 
the word of the Lord, what kind of wisdom do 
they have?

Proverbs 14:12
 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in 

the end it leads to death.

Proverbs 16:9
 In his heart a man plans his course, but the 

Lord determines his steps.
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A worthwhile destination

Free 3-week samples online
Explore history through Tapestry of Grace, and vice versa! 
These free 3-week samples serve as a Tapestry tutorial. 
Go to Egypt: Weeks 1–3 of Tapestry Year 1 
Sail to the New World: Weeks 20–22 of Tapestry Year 2

It’s free, and only a click away! Start your journey  
today by visiting www.tapestryofgrace.com/egypt or 
www.tapestryofgrace.com/newworld

Become the primary mentor  
for your children again!

Help your children become  
skilled apologists for Christ.

Cultivate motivated, life-long 
learners who know how to think 
well and analyze worldviews and 
events with biblical perspective.

Prepare your children well for 
life at college or in virtually any 
vocation.

Grow as a teacher! With each 
rotation through world history, 
you become a more confident 
and excellent instructor. 

�

�

�

�

�

Involve busy dads in the content 
of their children’s day to day stud-
ies with Pop Quiz — a unique 
way to draw Dad into the fun!

Tapestry is a bargain. We invite 
you to compare real costs with 
any program out there — subject 
for subject. We think you’ll agree 
that Tapestry is a great deal for 
homeschoolers, and only more 
so for larger families!

Provide your students with an 
excellent classical education that 
is biblically informed while having 
fun, building memories, and en-
joying family unity without losing 
your sanity.
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�

�


